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Synopsis

The appropriate amount of punishment for a given crime is an issue that has been debated by
scholars, philosophers and legal professionals since the beginning of civilizations. This book seeks
to address this issue in all of its complexity by providing a comprehensive overview of the
sentencing process in the United States. The book begins by discussing the overall concept of
punishment and then proceeds to dissect individual aspects of punishment. Topics include: the
sentencing process; responsibility of the judge; disparity and discrimination in sentencing; and
sentencing reform. This book is an ideal text for introductory courses on the judicial system,
criminal law, law and society. It can be an essential resource to help students understand patterns
in the wide discretion and latitude given to judges when determining punishments within the

framework of the United States judicial system. A
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Customer Reviews

"Spohn skillfully navigates readers through the rough waters that have come to characterize
sentencing in the United States today and leaves them with a better understanding of adjudicative
practices in her wake." -- Richard D. Hartley"It is the most comprehensive analysis of sentencing
practices in the United States in general, and of how judges decide in particular. It provides ample
statistics of the realities of punishment and provides readers with the conclusions from several
decades of research investigating judicial discretion."--Richard D. Hartley (08/04/2009)""It is the

most comprehensive analysis of sentencing practices in the United States in general, and of how



judges decide in particular. It provides ample statistics of the realities of punishment and provides
readers with the conclusions from several decades of research investigating judicial
discretion."--Richard D. Hartley (08/04/2009)-It is the most comprehensive analysis of sentencing
practices in the United States in general, and of how judges decide in particular. It provides ample
statistics of the realities of punishment and provides readers with the conclusions from several
decades of research investigating judicial discretion.---Richard D. Hartley (08/04/2009) --This text

refers to the Digital edition.

"It is the most comprehensive analysis of sentencing practices in the United States in general, and
of how judges decide in particular.A It provides ample statistics of the realities of punishment and
provides readers with the conclusions from several decades of research investigating judicial

discretion." (Richard D. Hartley 2009-08-04) --This text refers to the Digital edition.

Good book, required reading for Master’'s Program.

A great book which offers examples of personal choice and thought process plays a role in a judges

opinion and ruling.

Gr8

Law books tend to be wordy and dense but this one is the opposite. The concepts are interesting

and it provides a lot of easy-to-follow examples throughout.
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